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SERM O Nilt 
Preacht at ALHALLOWS 1 


E ons” 
Newcaſile upon T'Y NE, 


On the 16th Day of April, 1696. | 
BEING THE 


THANKSGIVING-DAY 
To Almighty GOD, 


For Delivering and Diſappointing a 
Horrid and Barbarous Conſpiracy of Papiſts, 
and. other Trayterous Perſons, to Aſſailnate 
and Murder His moſt Gracious Majeſty's 
Royal Perſon, and for Delivering this King- 
dom trom an Invaſion intended by the French. 


By Thomas Kaggs, M. A. and Chaplain to the Right 
Honourable FO R D, Earl of Tazkervile, 


LOND 0 N: 
Printed for Richard Baldwin, near the 0x- 
ford-Arms Inn in Warwick-Lane. MDC XC VI. 
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To the Right Honourable 


FOR D, 
Earl of T ankervile, Viſcount Glendale, 
Baron of Werk, and One of His 


MAJESTY'S moſt Honourable 
Privy-Council. | 


My LORD, 

FE E End and Defign. of committing 

ths Sermon to the Preſs, 1s, that it 
may be ſerviceable in ſome meaſure to the 
Publick. Sphere #s no Man but « born. for 
hu Countries Service, more than for his own. 
Both Education and Nature have planted 
a Publick Spirit in your Loraſhip, which 
has embuldened me to ſhelter this Diſcourſe 
under your Loraſhip's Patronage, and for 
which T hope it will find Acceptance. Mag- 
nantmity and Generofity, which belong to a 


Nobleman, are by ſound. Proof found true 


2 and 


and perfeft in your Lordſhip's noble Heart. 
Thu «© known, to the Satisfaftion of your 
Country, in. the Service of which, You have 
been Conſtant, Upright, and Conſcientious. 

My LORD, . | 

I am not alittle pleas'd that I have ſpent 
ſome part of my time in doing what Your 
Lordſhip makes your earneit Imploy, The 
Good and Benefit of the Publick. May we 
all be ſo wiſe to take your Lordſhip for an 
Example, make. a good Uſe of our Deliver. 
1 ances, and be at Peace among our ſelves for 
1] the better keeping out the Common Enc- 
T my. In which Prayer, I am ſure, every 
honeit and true Engliſhman vill join with, 


My LORD, 
Your Lordhip's moſt Obcdicne 
| Servant and Chaplain, 


| Tho, Knaggs. 


1 THES V. 13: 
Be at Peace among your ſelves. 


/ 


E are here met together to Rejoice, 

and give our moſt hearty and fo- 

lemn Thanks to Almighty God for 

his Dehvering our Rightfyl and Lawful Sovercign 
from a Horrid and Execrable Plot, againſt His 
Royal and Sacred Perſon, and of an Intended 
Invaſion from France, to bring both our Bodies 
and Souls into {laviſh Subj&ion. A Conſpiracy 
deteſted both by God and all good Men, and 
cannot but 'make us abhor and abominate all 
ſuch Popiſh and Vicious Principles, which put 
Men upon ſuch barbarous Projccts and Attempts, 
A Conſpiracy not only againſt the Body, bur the 
Soul of our Prince alſo. For Kings muft appear 
at the Judgment Scat of Chriſt, ro give an Ac- 
count as well as the meaneſt of their Subjects; 
and the Beſt of them wou'd wih to know ſome 
hours before they were to be ſummon'd to that 
Great Tribunal ;- and thercfore to ſend our King 
out of the World without giving Him time for 
any Preparation for his laſt Tryal, was not only 
Ir) 
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to Murder his Body, but as much as in them 


n.45-7- Tay, TO ruin his Soul alſo. Curſed be their Wrath, 
for it was fierce, and their Rage for it was cruel, 


F Plal.124-6 But praiſed be. the Lord, hy did not give Him as 


a prey unto their teeth. 
When Hazael's Cruelty towards Benhadad, 
the King of Aram was foretold by the Prophet 


$ Tings Eliſha, that he ſhou'd ſlay him to obtain the 


Kingdom; he rcturn'd the Man of God this An- 
ſwer, What, is thy Servant a Dog, that 1 ſbould do 
this great 7, hing ? 1 ſhoud be wyurious co Beaſts, 
co. parallel them with fuch Monſters of Men, as 
were the Authors of this hellifh and execrable 
Cenſpiracy, who had not only forgot the Ap- 
prehenſion of the Deity, but even 'of common 
Humanity. Such barbarous and ſavage Crucky, 
as. a Man wou'd think impoflibk to tind any 
Entertainment in the Hearts of Men. 

. When Ceſar was murder'd in full Senate, Au- 
ouftus, Mark Anthony, and Lepidus, encred in- 
wo an Aſſeciation to Revenge his Death, which 
in the end proy'd fatal to the Conſpirators. 

When we ſhall recolle&t the many glorious 
Actions and Heroick Valour of his preſent Majelty, 
and call to mind that in his Coxrage and Pru- 
d«nce, He excels the greateſt Princes inthe World; 
K cannuc. but raiſe 11 us a juit Hatred gal 

: all 


+ 


_ Alhallows in Newcaſtle upon Tync. 


—_————— 


all thoſe, who, upon whatever Pretence, riſe up 
againſt him. The- propagating the Reformed 
| Religion, the Glory of England, and how to check 
and put a ſtop to the Arbitrary, Violent, and n- 
| folent Proceedings of the French King, are the 0n- 
ly Objects of his Thoughts. *Tis Love for his 
Subjects, which has put Him fo many times 
upon venturing his Life for us; and the great 
Uſe He made of his Power and Authority, 1s, to 
ask our own Advice how we wou'd be ſafe and 
happy. Shou'd not every one of us Revenge the 
Aflaflnating ſo braye and great a Perſon, and 
bring all ſuch Conſpirators to their juſt Reward 
and Puniſhment? Shou'd not we ſtand by Him 
who hath ſtood by Us, whoſe Head God has 
cover'd in the Day of Danger, and who has ſhel- 
ter'd Him under his gracious Protection in the 
time of Conſpiracy ? I confeſs, ſome prejudic'd 
and infatuated Perſons have not taken notice of 
that Providence that has watch'd for his Safety, 
and preſery'd his Perſon; nor haye they made 
that uſe, as they ought, of thoſe. Miracles of 
| Mexcy, and thoſe extraordinary Fayours of Hea- 
ven, which from Year to Year haye been fo ig- 
nally vouchſafed to Him. But bleſſed be God, 
the Generaliy of the Nation do praiſe his Good- 
neſs and Mercy, and wnite and affcciate for the 
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preventing and fruſtrating any. further Hellih 
Attempts upon our King, or any Violence that 
hall be uſed againſt our Legal Eſtabliſhments. + 

To this purpoſe I have choſen theſe Words 
of St. Paul for my Text, wherein he admoniſh- * 
cth the Theſſalonians to Unity and Peace among 
themſelves; and therefore that we may all be 
Confederates, and that no Factions nor divided 
Intereſts may be in our own Nation, which 
expoſe us to the Common Enemy, I. will ot- - 
ter to your Conſideration ſome Reaſons why 
ye ſhou'd be at Peace among your ſelves. And 

1. The fad Miſerics which befcl this Nati- 
on ſome Years ago, by being divided among 
our ſelves. *Tis a Story too fad and lamenta- 
ble to relate, all the. Miſchiets char hapned in 
that unnatural and Civil War among our ſclyes. 
For did not the People of the fame Kingdom 
Plunder, Deftroy, and barbarouſly Murder one 
another 2 Was not the Father ingag'd againſt 
the Son, and the Son againſt -the Father, and 
both ſheathing their Swords in cach others 
Bowels? Our own Country was the Stage 
where was actcd Fire and Devaſtation, Rapine, 
and Cruelty, Perſecution and Oppreſſion, Se- 
dition, and Subverſion, Battles and Depopu- 
lations. The Diviſions of that time detac'd 
7 the 
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the Beauty, diſmantled the © Serength, rifled the 
Treaſures, derhohſhed many fair and noble 
| Structures, laid waſte -many goodly and beau- 
tiful Churches, -and ruin'd many noble: and 


ancient Families. This Kin gdom was then a © 


Maſs-of Ruins and Confuſions an Heap of in- 
tcſtine Diſlentions, and the Theatre of open 
Violence. Zeal was oppoſite to Zeal, Wor- 
ſhipto Worſhip, -Conſcience to Conſcience, and 
as many Religions among us almoſt as Men. 
Murders were committed under pretence of 
Religion, and all manner of Cruelty and Inhu- 


many, perpetrated under the Mask of Liber- 


ty. Wickedneſs was incouragd to promote 
Righteouſneſs, Religion was Tho 'd for its 
Preſervation, Errors broachced for the Propaga- 
tion of the Truth, and the Laws trampled up- 
on, for the Advancement of Right. 008 
Whatever be the Cauſe of Diviſions among 
our. ſelyes, the Effects are very fad, and the 
whole Nation in a miſerable and deplorable 
Condition; and therctore 'tis a Duty incum- 
bent upon you, to be at Peace among your ſelves. 
| leave the Matter to any Man to conſider if 


it wou'd not be a' great trouble to him, and 


a ſting in his Conſcience, when he and it came 
to a cool and ſerious Debate, ſhou'd he by any 
B mMuUtinous 
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Gen. 49.7. 


Mat. 12. 
23. 


mutinous Means, or inordinate Pafhons, be m-- 
ſtrumental to draw us' into Calamities of the 
like Nature. Such Deſigns as aim at the Life 
of our King, the Change of our Rehgion, and 
the Subverſion of our Government, expoſe us 
to a French Power, which if it prevaild,, wou'd 
bring in Popery, Tyranny, and Slavery. Let the 
French King Chriſten the Cauſe as he pleaſeth, 
and varniſh it over with neyer fo many ſpect- 
ous and goodly Pretences, yet he that has Eycs 
and will fee with them, may read, that his De- 
ſigns have been not ſo much to Re-throne an 
Abdicated Prince, as to ſer the Crown of Eng- 
land upon his own Head, and make us Tribu- 
tary to Him. 

2ty. Another Reaſon why ye ſhou'd be at 
Peace among your ſelves, is, becauſe Unity at 
home, and Peace with one another, wou'd tend 
to the Preſervation and Advancement of our 
Religion, and conduce to the Good and Wel- 
fare of our own Country. | 

The meaning of Divide them in Jacob, and 
featter them in Iracl, is well known to our Ad- 
verfarics ; and of thoſe words, A Kingdom di- 
vided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand, It has been 
the Practice of the Romanifts by all the Arnifice 
they could ro foment our Diviſions, to wy 
the 
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the Sceds of Diſcord among us; and they con- 
tnue {till to increaſe them, taking an Adyantage 
thereby to grow upon us, get ground, and by 
lttle and little weaken us, and in Concluſion 
bring us under Subjection. 

Dum (mguli pugnant, univerſi vincuntur, was 
a Saying usd of our Predeceſlors the Britains, 
While they ſeverally contend and quarrel with one 
another, they are all Overcome by a Commom Ene- 


my. The firſt letting in of the Tarks into Ex- ,,_,,, 


rope, was, by the Difſention of the Princcs of 
Greece. The River Euphrates was a ſtrong de- 


fence unto Babylon ; but after that King Cyrus xer-pben. 


had divided it into many dry Channels, he 
march'd his Forces into the City by one of them, 
and ſo became Maſter of it, which before was 
invincible. An Enemy from abroad has great 
Encouragement given hum to atrempt an In- 
vaſion upon us, when there are Diſcords, Ani- 
mofities, and Contentions among our ſclyes. 
The Enemy from without may very well hope 
their Entrance ſhall be tree and caſy into a 
Town, or City, when they ſee thoſe that are 
within open a Breach for them to enter, are 
divided, fermented with Diſcontents, and rea- 
dy to deyour one another. The Unity of the 
Citizens 1s the ſtrongeſt Wall any City can have. 
Our chicf Intereſt at this Day conſiſts in be- 
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ing all of one Mind. Why then ſhou'd we 
wrangle and quarrel one with another, even 
till the French King come 1n to make us his 
Slaves and Vaſſals > Why ſhou'd we ſtand any 
longer in our own light, and by our Diviſions 
at Home weaken our Intereſt, and ſet up that 
of a bloudy Tyrannical, and Barbarous Enemy 2: 
The Proteſtant part of the World has their Eye 
upon us, They tell of the wonderful and ama- 
zing Deliverances we have had, and eyen Re- 


Joice at our being ſnatch'd as a Fire-brand out 


of the fire. But what will they fay when they 
hear of our Unthankfulneſs, when they are 
told of our internal Diſſentions, and when they 
hear we are falling out among our ſelves, when 

a Common Enemy 1s coming againſt us? 
Certainly they will conclude us an infatuated 
People, an ungrateful Nation, and that we 
ought to fall unpiy'd, unlamented. Ir 5s ſer 
as a mark of Infamy upon the Iſraelites 1n that 
they were Murmurers, and withd themſelves 
back again in Egypt with their Fiſh, Cucumbers, 
Melons, Leeks,. Onions, and Garlick, Monſtrous 
Ingratitude | So ſoon to forget their Deliver- 
ance, and to ſcem to chooſe rather to live the 
life of downright Slaves in Egypt again, than to- 
be confined to a Food, though. of Angels, in; 
| perfect 
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perfect Liberty. Strange Peryerſneſs! That the 
Iſraelites wou'd not know when they werewell 
uſed, but inſtead of being Thankful, undcr- 
valued the youchſafements of Heavens Favour, 
as if the very Reaſon of their quarrelling God's 


Goodneſs, was, thart it infinitely ſurpaſſed all their 
Deſervings. 


Come then let us be Wiſe, - and not Re- 


ferble thoſe Maurmuring Iſraelites. Let us not 


look back into Egypt again, left for our Un- 
thanktulneſs we be ſent to Babylon, We arc 


Happy, too too Happy it ſome Among us 


wou'd but know it, Our Factions and Di- 
viſions undoubtedly do all tend to involve our 


Nation into the deplorable Condition of In- 


tcſtine War, Blood, and Confuſion. It is a 
- matter therefore of great Concernment, and 
a Duty Incumbent upon us all, chat all. Quar- 


rels in Relation to the Publick be taken up, 


and- a ftop put to our Internal Diſlentions : 
The Philiftines are upon us, let us put our 


ſelves into a Poſture ro withſtand them ; and- 


ſurely there is no- way for it like that of be- 
ing of one Heart and one Soul, The more 
unanimous. we: are 1n Intereſt and Aﬀedction, 
the fironger and more ſettled will our Minds 


be : Our Adyerſaries will conſider this and. 


lay 
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fl 1 Cor. 1+ 
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©! Rom. 16: 


I7. 


lay to Heart the Import of it. But the more 
we are Divided, the more unhing'd and di- 
ſtrated will our Souls be, fo that in the midſt 
of Divitons we ſhall not know whom to fol- 
low, or where to fix, and by this means Ex- 
poſe our ſelves to a Univerſal DeſtruQtion from 
a Foreign Enemy. T beſeech you, Brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak, 
the ſame thing, and that there be no Divifions 
among Tou: But that ye be perfettly joined toge- 
ther in the ſame Mind and in the ſame Fudg- 
ment. Mark them which cauſe Diviſions z and 
avoid them. When two of the Hebrews 1n Egypt 
fell out and Quarrel'd, Moſes ſaid, Sirs, ye are. 
Brethren, why do ye wrong one to another ? 

We do at this Day, God be thank'd, enjoy 
our Religion in its Purity and Perfe&tion ; we 
have the Laws duly Adminiſtred for the Good 
and Right of the Subject. Both which Bleſ- 
{ings are heapd upon us, and we are Signally 
happy in the Enjoyment of them, What can 
be more Powerful Arguments to perſwade you 
to Aſſociate, Unite, and be at Peace among your 
ſelves, than to conſider we live under a Go- 
vernmetit that will defend our Rights and Pre- 
viledges on Earth, and Enjoy a Religion, which 
if lived up too, will Secure Heaven for us at 

| our 
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our r Death. Happineſs in this World, andGlory * 
in the next,are the two things Mankind aim ar. 
We have an Offer pur into our Hands to enjoy 
both. - If we flight Noon and will not know our 
Peace, God may be provok'd, and in his An- 
ger” hide them from our Fycs, and leave” us 
to be Swallowed up by ſuch as have Evikwill 
at us. It is a Rule laid down by our Bleſ- 
{cd Saviour, that to whom"'muth - is given, much 
ſhall be requir d Where God ſows much he 
expects to reap much, and is the ſame meaſure 
be meets 10 us, we ongh to meet to bim again, 
heap d up, dung Pn God threatens to ” 

ha? Kingdom one Nation and give it 
to another that ſhall bring forth the fruits 
thercof. Surely then we of this Nation arc 
concerned in a Special manner to be at peace 
with one another, and to give over our ut- 
ternal Diſſentions, which are the Bridge for 
Popery, Anarchy, and Confuſion, to pals over to us. 
- But if ſome Men will be prejudic'd, ſtubborn; 
and refractory, and have no Puy for Religion, 
which ſhou'd be more dear to them than their 
Lives ; yet let them do ſomething for xs Prefer- 
vation, for the fake of their Poltericy and the 
good of their Souls. When Pharaoh ſaw there 
was no Remedy but that he muſt Ice "ys Ay 

ol 
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dren of Iſrgel. 801; He covenantcd with:them 
that they. ſhou'd leave: their little ones behind 


them. *Tis Okeafter's Obſervation, that Pharaoh 


ſhew'd a notable piece of Policy. in. this, |. as 
knowing the: Loye- of, their little ones wou'd 


* ſoon bring them back again. | He. that provides 


not for his Family is worſe than an Infidel. And 
how we ſhall compare that Man, or” to. "what 
we ſhall liken, him:that-cakes oo care. to; bave 
rue Religion''Hoariſh, that his Poiterity. tnay 
be Educated in it, 1 confels I know not, ſee- 
ing it borders-upon ſomething rather of a Mon- 
ſter. than a Rational Creature 3 he: ſhews hind 
{lf a careleſs Parent, and values not what. ſhall 
befall his Children when he is Dead and gone; 
and as much as in him hes, betrays the great 
Intereſt of his Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus. 
The Martyrs. for the: Reformed Religion, and 
others, not a few of our own Country, who 
were burnt at Stakes with Patience and Con- 
ſtancy, embrac'd the Mercilefs Flames in Oppo- 
ſition to: Popery, Their-Blood'calls-loudly upon 
us-to be: Zealous for the preſerving and propa- 
gating that Religion they all ſuffer'd for. They 
thought Erecdom from Popery worth the. price 
of .their Lives, and that it could not be boughe 
t00 dear. Fire and Faggor, and the moſt —_ 
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ſitcly Tormenting methods which Popiſh Cruelty 
could invent, did not in the leaſt daunt, Di- 
compoſe, or make them draw back in the day 
of their fiery Tryal, Theſe gocd Men Jay down 
their Lives, not only becauſe they themſelves 
woud not be partakers of Rome's Sins, but alſo 
that the Ages to come might deteſt and have in 
Abhorrence a Religion which maintains ſuch 
Ridiculous Fopperies, and avows Blaſphemy of 
Worſhip, Abſurdities of Doctrin, and Bloody 
and Inhumane Practices. 

"Tis Confels'd we live in an Age of fo great 
Learning and Knowledge, that we need not have 
the leaſt fear thatever the Church of Rome ſhou'd 
prevail among us by ſtrength of Reaſon or dint 
of Argument. We need not fear what Rome 
can do unto. us with all her Argumentations. 4<.6/- 
For neycr was any Cauſe fo farely, truly, and tur. 
clearly Bafled as that has been by the Pens © Go Kr 
many Writers, who like ſo many Stars ſhinc in, ** 
thoſe 0rbs wherein his preſent Majeſty has fet them. ,2'-com- 
If ever Popery gct the upper-hand of us, it may »r P« 
juſtly be Atrributed to thoſe Diviſions, thoſe /:4;f © 
Wranglings and Contentions, and to thoſe Facti-**,,. 
ons, and divided Intereſts which the Papiſts have We Se 
raiſcd and Fomented, as dctigning Ruin to the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church thereby. It ever the French 
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ay Invades England he comes in upon the Back. 
of a Jacobite, The Papiſts we know, their Prince 
ples we know, and by ſad experience their Practices 
4 alſo. But the other, as ſo many Snakes, hve in 
T” the Boſom of the ſame Church with us, Waſhed 
in the ſame Laver of Regeneration, Nouryh'd by 
the ſincere Milk of the ſame Word, that Eat the 
ſame Spiritual Food and Drink the fame Spiritual 
Drink, and yet like aViporous Brood gnaw upon, 
and eat out the Bowels of their Mother.Such Men 
as thcſe who at this time of Day divide, and wgl 
not Unite with the Body of the Nation, muſt ex- 
 pedt to be looked upon as Popiſb Tools, {et 
up to Accompliſh their own and our Deſtruc- 
10n. The Jews were a Divided Pcoplke : They 
had ſeveral Factions in Church and State; mnſo- 
much that the Publick wasrent and tore 1n pieces. 
The whole Jewiſh Nation was fermented with- 
Diſcontents. In that poſture they were when 
the Romans came and took away their Place. 
And what was. it but your Diviſions, which 
encouraged France in her Dcligns to mvade 
this Realm, and invited a forcign Power to at- 
ccmpt upon us, whereby not only the Deſtructi- 
on of his Majeſty's Sacred Perſon. was plotted 
and intended, but the total Subyerſion of the 
Government, and. of the Religion, Laws, and 
| Liberties, 
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Libertics of this Kingdom ? So long as Divili- 
ons are kept up, our Adverſaries will make an 
Advantage of it ; increaſe their Strength upon 
your Weakneſs, and in the end overcome you, 


which by uniting, may be prevented. If there p415.c,2. 


be therefore any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Com- 
fort of love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any 
Banels and Mercies ; fulfil ye my joy, that ye be 
like-minded, having the ſame love, being of one 
accord, of one mind, T1s a \trange thing thac 
thoſe Wonders of Mercy, which Ged has wrought 
for us, and that the Mzracle of our Revolution 
ſhau'd be ſlighted, and attempted to be flung 


up by ſome Men, who bear Il-will to their Na- + 


tive Country, and to the Religion, Laws, and 
Liberties of it. I pray God give them a right 
Underſtanding of themſelves, that ſceing their 
Folly, and laying afide all Prejudice, they may 
unite their Hearts with ours, that fo we may 
unanimouſly ſcek thoſe things, which make tor 
the Preſervation of our Religion, the Safety of 
our King, the Honour of the Government, and 
the Welfare of the People. And as your Diyi- 
fions incourage Papifts, and invite them to at- 
ceEmpt UPON Us, - © 

 a2ty. They encourage Atheiſm, Prophanench, 
and Licentiouſncls. Men ct prophane Reaſon- 
| or 1ngS 
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ings take advantage from your Animoſities, 
Heats and Contentions. Many Men lay Reli- 
gion altogether out of their Thoughts, and ſu- 
ſpect there is no ſuch thing at all, when they 
ſce ſo many various Pretences for it, and Divi- 
ſions in it. Upon this ſcore the Honour and 
Intereſt of Religion ſuffers, its Reyecrence defa- 
ced, and ye cxpoſe it to loſs and damage. The 
more ye are divided about Religion, the more 
it 1s ſuſpected in the minds of ſuch Men, 
who value not whether there be any Religion 
at all in the World, or no. No fſurer fign of 
an approaching Ruin to a Kingdom, than when 
Religion is affronted and brought into diſrepure. 
Therefore if you have any ſenſe of Religion, lay 
alide your Diviſions, as the ready way utterly 
to defeat all the Confederacics, ſtedfaft Combr- - 
nations, and wicked Contrivances of your Ene- 
mics againſt it. They had laid a deep Deſign, 
and cloſely carry d on, to ovyer-run us with Fo- 
reign Arms. A horrid and treaſonabk Plor 
contriv'd by Papifts, and other difaffected Per- 
fons, for the Murdering his Majeſty's Sacred 
Perſon, to make way for a Foreign Invaſton,and 
thereby to bring us under the Power and- Slavery 
of France. And confidering their reſtlefs Endea- 
vours to put it in Execution, and your being 
divided among your ſelves, it 1s a wonder that 
IT 
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It was not effeted, your Religion ſubvyerted, and 

your Country turn'd into an Aceldama. 
But where, O holy Jeſus! didſt thou ever al- 
low of Stabbing or Aſſaſſinating ? Was it ever 
thy Command thy Religion ſhou'd be propaga- 
ted with Confecrated Daggers ? Or did cvcr thy 
Diſciples bring Men over to Chriſtianity by any 
barbarous and bloud-thirſty means ? No, ye did 
not. This 1s the DoEtrin of the Romiſb Religion, 
and of which Chriſt was never the Author. Tis 
computed that in France, the Low-Countries, and 
other places beyond the Seas, Two Millions one 
hundred fifty ſix thouſand Proteſtants have becn 
Murder'd, beſides other great numbers, who ll 
as Sacrifices to Popiſh Cruelty, purcly upon the 
ſcore of Religion,n the Reignsof K. Henry VIIL. 
and Q. Mary. And whatleſs can we expect, but 
that they who ſtill rctain the ſame Principles 
ſhou'd be Perſecutors now, who were { 1n time 
paſt? *Tis not at all to be queſtion'd but the 
Papifts, who ſhew their Tecth at us, wou'd make 
them meet where they are able to bite. The Ty- 
ranny and Cruelty of the Romiſh Church is fo well 
known, that our diſaffected Party at home, ſeem 
to be infatuated, or at leaſt like fo many Suck- 
ing Infants, know nothing of the Principles or 
Spirit of Popery. 1 cannot bur take notice, and 
| tO 
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ro me ir ſeems ſtrange, that ſome of the Conſpi- 
rators ſhow'd call themſelves Members of thc 
Church of England, and yet were to' have an 
hand in Afſaſſmating the beſt of Kings. The 
Church of England difclaims all Murder, whe- 
ther of private or publick Pexſons, and difowns 
{ach barbarous Aſfaſſinators for her Sons. The 
Confpiracy was vail'd under a pretence of help- 
ing forward the Intereſt of the late King. And 
if God had begun they wou'd likewiſe have 
made an Fnd. But God has infatuated their 
Wiſdom, and when they had ſtudicd to carry 
on the Horrjd and Barbarous Confoiracy with 
the greateſt ſecrecy, God rrakcs ſoine of them 
the Diſcoverers of their own Project, This 
was the Lord's doing, and it ought to be mar- 
wellons in our Fyes. The Snare is broken, and we 
are delivered. The Myltcry of Iniquity is un- 
fold.d. And what more juſt than 


Necis Artifices arte perire ſud. 


'That the Plotters of Mitchict ſkou'd fall into 
ther own Snares? We muſt attribute this ſig- 
nal Deliverance to God's amazing Providence 
over us. If the Lord had not been on our fide, they 
had ſwallow'd us up quick when their wrath was 


kindled 
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kinded againſt is, And we may be ſurc that 
their Rage 1s not quench'd, but rather more 
mo, this Diſcovery and Diſappointment, 
and hate us with cruel hatred. 

If therefore ye wou'd ſee no more Civil Wars, 
and no more ſheathing Swords in one anothers 
Bowels. It you prize your Keligion, your Coun- 
ty, your Laws, your Libertics, your Famulies, and 
your - Poſterity : If. you have any Inclination 
to be: free from Arbitrary Government, and to 
keep your Necks from being brought under the 
intollerable Yoak of Popery; Let it appear in 
your Practice, ſhew ut 1n, your Actions, write 
and afſcciate for the beater preventing the Trea- 
chery and treaſonable Attempts of our Bloud- 
thirſty Enemies, who wou'd ſtick at no Cruelty, 
no Butchery to cxtirpate your Religion, ro ſub- 
due 7our Nation, and to work the total Deſtru- 
con of Us they call Hereticks. 

Now for the more effectual means to ſecure 


both our Church and State from being made a 


Prey to a Foreign Power, I ſhall «mg theſe tol- 
lowing Particulars to your Conſideration. 


Þ. Gand faft with one Mind. 
2ly. Shew a ſingular Zeal and Readineſs he 
their Detencc. 
36). 
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3ly Be couragious againſt all Oppoſitions to 
them. An 


it. Stand faſt with one Mind. | 


We arc all concern'd in the Good of the Pub- 
lick. We wcre born for that end. The Preſer= 
yation of Socicty is one of the main dcſigns of 
Man. And therefore He who refuſcth to ſcrve 
the Publick, doth what in him lies to man him- 
ſelf, and alter his very Nature. The Care of the 
Publick is ſurcly worthy of that gencrous Spirit 
plantcd in cvery honeſt and true Engliſb:man. 
He that hclds off, firs ſtill, and our of Cowar- 
dize dares not promote the good of the Publick, 
for fear of a future Inconvenience, will find, that 
in a common Calamity, his Condition willbe no 
better than thoſe, who out of a pure Principle of 
doing good, ſery'd it. Nay, ſhou'd the Times 
change,which ( God forbid) ſuch cool, lukewarm, 
and 1ndifftcrent Perſons cannor but think it aJuſt 
Judgment of God upon the Natioa, to puniſh 
their Coldneſs' and Indifferency.' Stand faſt, and 
in nothing terrified by your Adverfarics ; Aſo- 
ciate for the preventing your falling into any 
Pirs, which for 'the future our Romifh Encmics 
{all dig for us. They have bcen lohg plot- 
ting our Deſtruction, and almoſt had effected 
| It. 
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it, And therefore, as becomes my Duty, and 
the great Buſincſs of this Day, | beſcech you be 
at Peace among your ſelves. Popery durit never 
ſhew its head in Ergland it it was not embuld- 
ned by your Diviſions. Our Religion blceds by 
the Wounds which are given by its own Pro- 
teſlors, through the ſubtle and crafty Contr:- 
vance of the Papiſts. I with theſe things were 
morc thought on and laid to hcart. Ir 1s dc- 
termin'd by the Council of Toledo, That no Prince 
of the Popijb Religion ſhou'd-hcrcatter fit upon the 
Throne.z but-betore he took upon him the Ad- 
mumniſtration of the Government, he ſhou'd take 
- an Oath that he wou'd ſuffer no Man, who was 
not a Catholick, to live 1n his Kingdom. Had 
the Papiſts Power, and was the Government in 
their hands, they wou'd ſuffer no Religion bur 
their own. An Union with Heretichs is no 
way agreeable with the Spirit and Principles of 
Popery. And though, I ccnftcls, a Tolcration of 
other Religions has bcen ſometimes granted by 
Catholick Princes, yet as ſoon as it was fate for 
chcn to null and make it void, they have done 
it, and deſltroy'd what with fair and {mooth 
Pretenccs, the berter to compals their End, they 
fſecm'd to Eſtabliſh. Bur 


D 2ly. 
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2ly. Shew a ſingular Zeal and readineſs for 
their Defence. Shew as much Zeal for them 
as your Encmies do againſt them. Lee them 
fre by your Words and Actions that' your 
Aﬀection for their Preſervation, 1s as hearty 
and tull of Flame, as theirs for their Excr- 
pation. Do they watch all Opportunities to 
rake cur Religion from us, ler us by a fſted- 
faſt Adherence ct them ſee that we will not 
uron cheap ard caſy Terms part with it, and 
that we will not Sleep when they Wake: 
AS we reccived our Religion from our 
Anceſtors, Reformed from Idolatry- and 
Superſtition, fo let us be careful ro deliver it 
down to Poſterity, that they may be frecd from 
Roman Bondage, under which our Fore-Fathers 
complained and Groan'd, That Reformation was 
the Lord's doing, and 1t ought to be had in 
Remembrance among us. The old Romans. 
cod. ſtifly ro x, and ſicod by their Religion 
and Liberties with their Lives and 'Forrunes. 
Hence that Phraſe, Pro aris er focis pugnare, 
founds as much as to Fight for God and our 
Couuntry. Be Zealous, Active, and Diligent, 
looking upon this as the Time, wherein yea 
may wmprove the things belonging to your 


-- good, Ic{t yeanever haye fo fare ah"Opportunuy 


again. 3ly. 
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= Be couragious againſt all Oppoſitions to 
them. 'Tis Courage that will make your wav 
Profperous, and give you good Succels, A 
Coward is aufcleſs Man, eſpecially in any place 
of Truſt or Authority z For his Fear will readily 
Prompe lum to betray his Religion and his 
Country, and his Tameneſs and Faintheart- 
cdneſs will make lim ſhrink trom his Duty art 
the approach of Danger. Ir was abold Syying 
of a Woman to Philip King of Macedon, begging 
of him to do her Right in a matter where 
ſhe was ſorely wrongd. The King Anfſwer'd 
he wou'd not. Will you not? Why then, quoth 
She, will you be a King? I will ſay the ſame to 
every Magiſtrate, and I cannot fee how x can 
Rand with any Immodefty. Wilt thou not Exe- 
cute Juſtice, maintain thy Authority, and fee 
the Laws duly Adminiſtred > Why then: wile 
thou take upon thee the Puwer of Magiſtcacy 
He who has an Eye to fe his Religion and 
Country ſtruck at, the Government aftronted, 
and our Liberties Invaded, and yet wants an 
Heart to ſtand up im their Defence, and pi- 
niſh and difcountenance, ſuch Offender can 
never be true to his Religion, a tauhful Sub- 
jc to his Prince, or an Honeſt or true Hcart- 
> Man. It was Gad's-Charge to 7oſhua, = 
2 © 


> 


Dr ———_ 


24 A Thanksgiving Sermon Preacht at 


$7 _ 


l hc raisd up to be Ruler and Governour of his 
Joth. 1. 5: Pcople, Be ſtrong and of good Courage, fear not, 
and be not diſcourag'd, and I will be with thee, 
Gcdpronuſeth to be with him, to aſhiſt him, and 
upon being Courageous, to help to puniſh all chat 
;ver3-13-Rebel againſt him. Who is he that will harm you 
if you be followers of that which is Good? Be not 
efraid of their Terrour, neither be troubled. Nei- 

Ia. 8. 12 ther fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. Fear not them 
Mat. 16. Which Kill the Body, but are not able ro Kill the 
2% Soul: But rather fear him which is able to Deſtroy 
both Soul and Body in Hell. Be not afraid of them 

tune i2- 1Þat kill the Body, and after that have no more 
that they can do. . But 1 will forwarn you whom 
ye ſhall fear; fear him who after he hath killed, 
hath Power to caſt into Hell: Tea, I ſay unto you 
fear him. Lct both Magiſtrate and Miniſter be 
active 1n the Defence of their Religion and Coun- 
try. Let them fear the Face of no Man in doing 
God and the Publick Service, and lect them nor 
care whom they diſpleaſe ſeeing they pleaſe God. 
in dtending his Truth and maintaining thar 
Cauſe he has fo often wondertully favour d, 
Lct us Praiſe Ged tor his Mercics and uwprove 
them. Lect us Anſwer his care over us with a 
care of our ſelves. We arc not: yet ſecure, 
nor never ſhall be whilſt we tamely ſt. ſtill, look 
\ On, 
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on, and gcntly connive at Seditious Cabals, 
and Treaſonous Contrivances. Let us therefore 
as? Men who value our Religion, Country, Lives 
and Conſciences, quicken our Zeal, thew Vi- 
gour 1n our Cauſe, be ſtrong and of a good 
Courage, and Aſſociate ro pull down fuch as 


are of corrupt Minds, and deſtructive Princt-. 


ples. 

When God has wondertully deliycred a Na- 
tion and Employed his Providence for its fafc- 
ty : When he has watched over a Pcorle, and 
preſerv'd that which is moſt Dear to them: 
When he has diſcovercd the Plots, diſappoin- 
ted the Conſpiracies, and Confounded the De- 
viccs of ſuch as had Evi-will at themm : When 
he has defcated the Craft, brought Secret and 
hidden Miſchicts to light, and turn'd Arms back 


who were coming to Invade their Land ; there. 


is all the reaſon in the World that ſuch a 
People ſhould acknowledge his Goodneſs, own 


his Providence, and be thankful for his Mer-. 


cics. ' Now God has done all the things tor 
us, and therefore what remai:s bur that. we (tzck 


cloſe to Him ; adorn our Religion in vur Lives, 


acknowledge him tor cur Del. vercr and Proce- 
ctor, and "daily Pray” unto him to ſtrengthen 


thoſe Deliverances he has v rought tor u? Away 


with 
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with all. Coldacs and Indifference in fuch 
a weighty Matter where our "rn; OUL 
Country, our Libertics, and our Poſterny, 
are all fo dceply concerned, For” thou gh 
God has wrought wonderful D.livecranccs 
for us, and prcſcrvd our King in the Day 
of Cecnſpiracy ; yet if we continue an uns 
thankful Pcoxle, and feem indifferent under 
the Multitude of his Mcercics, He [NAV be PI O- 
vok'd at laſt ro Conſume buth him and us. 


To conclade, He that wou'd love life, ard ſee 
good days, let him ſeek peace and enſue it. Wou'd 
we prevent the cituſion ct Chritttan Bloud 1n 
our Land? Wou'd we hinder the dying our 
Ficlkts with the Blond of our Brethrea 2 Wou'd 
we keep our. Ears trom hearing the lamenta- 
ble Cries of many Widows and Fatherlels. Chil- 
dren? Wou'd we rex] Opprefiion, Tyranny, 
and Slavery? In a Word, Wou'd we prevent 
thc Loſs of eur Religion, and the Ruin of our 
Country ; It us ten ; follow after the things that 

zake for Peace ? Firit, Let us make Peace with 
G.d tor our Sins. Let us bcgin here, and then 
Fe at Peace with one another, that ſo the God 


_ of Peace may delight in us. 


Give 
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Give Peace in our time, O Lord ! 
From our Popiſh Enemies defend us, O Chriſt ! 
0 Lord Save the King ! 


Mercifully forgive the Ingratitude of the diſaf- 
felted People of our own Nation ! 


Fawourably with Mercy hear thoſe car Prayers, 
which we offer up unto Thee this Day ! 


Leok down from Heaven in Pity upon us, and 
let us not fall into the Hands of thoſe Men, whoſe 
tender Mercies are Cruel ! | 


Be Merciful, O Lord, be Merciful ! 0 Lord ſave 
us! 0 Lord make haſte to help us | Make 10 
tarrying, O our God ! 


0 Almighty God, who art a ſtrong Tower of De- - 

fence unto thy Servants againſt the face of their b 

. Enemies, We give thee Praiſe and Thanksgiving ; 
for our Deliverance from thoſe great and apparent 
Dangers wherewith we were compaſſed. We achnow- 

ledge it was thy Goodneſs that we were not deliver d 

over as a Prey unto them, beſeeching thee /till ro = 

continxe ſuch thy Mercies towards us, that all the 4 

World may know that thou art our Saviour and” [4 
Mighty Deliverer thro' Feſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
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